
HELIOS Universal File Server G8 is a

turnkey software solution for all major

server platforms, to provide file and print

server services to Mac and Windows

users, and Internet portal file access to

web and mobile device users.

Cross-Platform Networking integration

enables different network client plat-

forms to share the same server volumes,

and offers compatibility and perform-

ance advantages of all client protocols.

HELIOS integration includes cross-plat-

form support for file and record locking,

user names, group names, user authen-

tication, file system permissions, volume

access permissions, file labels and com-

ments. This simplifies deployment of

multiple protocol networks.

Synchronization Services allow regular

folder/volume data copies to a second

disk, volume or NFS storage. Client file

and folder synchronization between the

company server and remote user work-

stations and mobile devices is provided

with enterprise grade security.

Ease of Use

■ Easy to install, administer, use

■ Remote server administration from

Mac, Windows, and UNIX

Included Products

■ HELIOS Base G8

■ EtherShare G8

■ PCShare G8 (not on Windows)

■ WebShare G8

■ WebShare Manager G8

■ Document Hub for iOS and Android

■ IT Monitor Server G8

Cross-Platform Client Support

■ Mac, Windows, web, iOS

■ Common shared volumes

■ Web portal for collaboration

■ UTF-8 based file names with meta 

data and file streams support

■ Authentication services for local

users, LDAP, AD/PDC, and NIS

■ Advanced printing system

System Requirements

■ Works on all major server platforms 

■ See the respective data sheets

Universal File Server G8
Cross-platform Server for Mac, Windows, Web & Mobile Users

HELIOS

Smart Ideas for Better Networking.

Features & BenefitsSpotlight Compatible Search enables

Mac, Windows, web, and mobile users

to search for server files by name, text

content, and metadata in seconds, even

in very large volumes.

Uniform Server Administration via

HELIOS Admin allows Windows, Mac,

and UNIX users to manage remotely all

server settings (users, volumes, printers,

settings, logs, etc.).

 

HELIOS IT Monitor Server adds IT

infrastructure monitoring with push noti-

fication to admins upon server overload

or service failure.

Server Solutions with cross-platform

networking is exclusivly provided by

HELIOS Software with the HELIOS Uni-

versal File Server. It scales well from

small sites with only a few clients to

enterprise sites with the most demand-

ing requirements, and always remains

easy to administer.
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HELIOS Base G8 is the innovative

foundation used by all HELIOS G8 prod-

ucts. It incorporates the advanced server

technologies developed by HELIOS over

many years. These core HELIOS

technologies include the service control-

ler, printing system, authentication

server, remote administration, network-

ing and imaging libraries, tools and

more. HELIOS Base provides the foun-

dation for all HELIOS products.

Ease of Use The concept of HELIOS

Base is to make your server easy to use

and manage. Installation, configuration,

and updating are very straightforward.

Even switching between supported plat-

forms takes only minutes, and preserves

all custom HELIOS settings.

Server Fail Safety HELIOS software is

made for mission-critical environments.

HELIOS Base adds another level of

server fail safety. The HELIOS Service

Controller starts, stops and monitors all

HELIOS services. Separate processes

per active user are generated, to enforce

file security and ensure process safety. 

If any HELIOS service fails the HELIOS

Service Controller will restart the service. 

Ease of Use

■ Easy to install, administer, use

■ Remote server administration from

Mac, Windows and UNIX

Server Features

■ Server fail safety via the HELIOS

Service Controller. Automatic logging

and restart of failed services

■ Advanced printing system (“lpr”)

■ Authentication server with LDAP,

AD/PDC, NIS and local user support

■ SMTP messaging & mail tool

■ Process auditing and tracing tools

■ Unicode 16-bit character support

■ Easy migration to other platforms

■ DHCP main and backup server

■ mDNS server (“Bonjour”)

■ Index Server for Spotlight searches

■ CLI “dt” utilities (mv, rm, cp, ls,…)

■ Synchronization Service

■ HELIOS update installer w/ rollback 

■ Server preferences repository

■ ICC profiles repository

■ HELIOS SDK available

Flexibility

■ All major server platforms

HELIOS Base G8
Superior Server Foundation for all HELIOS Products

HELIOS

Smart Ideas for Better Networking.

Features & BenefitsAdvanced Printing System provides

the state-of-the-art HELIOS printing sys-

tem to all other HELIOS products.

HELIOS Authentication Server sup-

ports LDAP, AD/PDC, NIS and local

users. Even supports mixed setups, e.g.

LDAP, AD/PDC and backup servers.

HELIOS mDNS Server (“Bonjour”)

enables automatic discovery of comput-

ers, devices, and services on networks.

HELIOS Index Server search system

indexes file names, text, and metadata,

for Spotlight compatible searches for file

names and content.

HELIOS DHCP Server provides TCP/IP

configurations to Windows, Mac, and

other network devices.

Synchronization Service allows syn-

chronizing folders or entire volumes to a

second folder/volume. Allows syncing to

external storage (e.g. a second location)

mounted via NFS. The synced data copy

can be published for easy client access.

There is no extra cost for HELIOS Base.
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Your HELIOS partner:

Supported HELIOS Base Server

■ One of the following server systems:

Linux, Solaris, Windows, macOS

Details: www.helios.de/platforms

■ TCP/IP network connection, optional

NFS, LDAP, AD/PDC, NIS, DNS, …

■ 24 MB free RAM for HELIOS Base,

additional memory will be used by

caching and provides faster perform-

ance. Memory requirements for other

products – see data sheets

Windows

■ Perl 5.8.4 or newer 

Server Installation

■ Fast, menu-driven installation, easy

installation for system administrators

■ Extensive documentation in PDF and

online manuals

Server Administration

■ Remote server administration from

macOS, Windows, and UNIX via

HELIOS Admin over TCP/IP and HTTP

■ Manages local users, volumes, print-

ers, and server settings, TCP/IP

access lists, logs, etc.

■  Remote server file browsing & editing

■ RSA 1024-bit encrypted passwords

■ “srvutil” to manage services

■ Open files tool

■ Central start/stop HELIOS scripts

■ CLI “dt” utilities for file management

Server Fail Safety

All services are managed and monitored

by the HELIOS Service Controller.

■ If a process fails, other processes are

not affected

■ Automatic reporting of problems

■ Automatic service restart if required

■ Allows third-party integration

HELIOS Update Installer

Each HELIOS file has a version number

managed by our version control system

■ Automatic download of updates

■ Automatic installation of updates

■ Option to roll back installed updates

Authentication Server

■ Central server supports authentication

of local host users, LDAP, NIS, and

Windows AD/PDC users

■ “authutil” tool to look up accounts

and verify/change user passwords

■ Optional script to allow/deny logins by

user, service, TCP/IP, time, etc.

DHCP Server

Built-in DHCP server automatically dis-

tributes DNS, router, WINS and TCP/IP

addresses to Windows and Mac clients.

Use 2nd server as DHCP backup server. 

HELIOS mDNS Server (“Bonjour”)

■ Supports multiple network interfaces

■ Proxy for non-Bonjour devices

■ Tools and API included

HELIOS Index Server 

Indexes full text, file and image meta-

data, including XMP, IPTC and EXIF.

Answers Spotlight compatible queries

for file content and keyword values.

Server Auditing & Monitoring

Live monitoring and tracing of any

HELIOS service and/or individual ses-

sion, to isolate/identify problems. It com-

plements network and system traces.

Unicode

All HELIOS services utilize Unicode

■ Unicode UTF-8 is used for file names

■ “uniconv” tool converts encodings

■ All major encodings are supported

■ HELIOS SDK to add/use encodings

Migration to Other Platforms

All installed HELIOS products and set-

tings can be transferred to any sup-

ported platform. All server settings

including volumes and printers are auto-

matically re-created on the new system

by transferring the HELIOS “var” folder.

Advanced Printing System

Large server sites require a superior

printing system to manage their printing

needs. The HELIOS printing system

includes key features like custom spool

directories, moving of jobs between

queues, reprinting and archiving of jobs,

full error feedback and control, etc. It is

lpr/lpd compatible, supports PostScript,

PDF and other jobs with many features:

■ Error and hold queues for all queues

to reprint and monitor the jobs done

■ Print job accounting

■ Remote LPR printers – LPR Bonjour

■ 64-bit print jobs (no 2/4 GB limit)

■ Printing via TCP/IP stream (socket)

■ Print to disk including compression

■ Time queue to specify printing times

■ Balance queue for load balancing

■ Clone queue for multiple workflows

■ Print to Windows SMB/CIFS printers

(requires PCShare G8)

■ Print to Create PDF queue

(requires PDF HandShake G8)

■ Print to PDF bitmap proof queue

(requires PrintPreview G8)

A product from:

HELIOS Software GmbH

Feldriethe 4

30826 Garbsen

Hannover, Germany

Internet: www.helios.de

© 2025 HELIOS Software GmbH. All rights reserved.

HELIOS, EtherShare are trademarks of HELIOS Soft-

ware GmbH. Others are the property of the respective

owners. Product specifications are subject to change

without notice.
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System Requirements

Product Highlights

More details on the HELIOS website: www.helios.de/web/EN/products/start.html

Products using HELIOS Base G8

■ HELIOS EtherShare G8

■ HELIOS PCShare G8

■ HELIOS WebShare G8

■ HELIOS ImageServer G8

■ HELIOS PDF HandShake G8

■ HELIOS PrintPreview G8

■ HELIOS IT Monitor Server G8






